Extract - The Draft Centres Policy (April 2009) - six key planning principles

Principle 1

Retail and commercial activity should be located in centres to ensure the most efficient
use of transport and other infrastructure, proximity to labour markets, and to improve the
amenity and liveability of those centres.

Principle 2
The planning system should be flexible enough to enable all centres fo grow,
and new centres to form.

Principle 3

The market is best placed to determine the need for retail and commercial
development. The role of the planning system is to regulate the location and scale of
development to accommodate market demand.

Principle 4

The planning system should ensure that the supply of available fioor space always
accommodates the market demand, to help facilitate new entrants into the market and
promote competition.

Principle 5
The planning system should support a wide range of retail and commercial premises in all
centres and should contribute to ensuring a competitive retail and commercial market.

Principle 6

Retail and commercial development should be well designed to ensure it contributes to the
amenity, accessibility, urban context and sustainability of centres.
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